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SUBJ: FURTHER POLITICAL REACTION TO PRESIDENT'S DETROIT ENERGY SPEECH 
REF: CARACAS 9503 

BEGIN SUMMARY: LOCAL POLITICAL RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT FORD'S DETROIT 
SPEECH HAS ALMOST WITHOUT EXCEPTION BEEN STRONGLY IN SUPPORT OF GOV'S 
POLICY ON PETROLEUM PRICES AND CRITICAL OF THE PRESIDENT S "THREATS" 
DIRECTED AT OPEC COUNTRIES. IN ADDITION TO THE SUGGESTION THAT 
PRESIDENT PEREZ ADDRESS UNGA ON BEHALF OF OPEC STATES REPORTED 
SEPARATELY (REFTEL), A CONGRESSIONAL LEADER HAS PROPOSED CONFERENCE 
OF OIL CONSUMING COUNTRIES FROM THIRD WORLD AND OPEC. END SUMMARY 

1. GOVERNING ACCION DEMOCRATICA DEPUTY JUAN MANUEL SUCRE TRIAS. 

IN ONE OF SHARPEST COMMENTS REPORTED IN THE LOCAL PRESS OF SEPTMEBER 
25, CHARGED PRESIDENT FORD'S SPEECHES HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT THE 
DESTINY OF U.S. IS IN THE HANDS OF IRRESPONSIBLE LEADERS. SUCRE SAID 
OPEC WILL BE STRENGTHENED BY FORD'S ATTACK INSTEAD OF BEING DESTROYED 

CLAIMING FORD IS BADLY INFORMED AND ADVISED ON OIL ISSUE. AD LEADER 
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CELESTINO ARMAS STATED SITUATION COULD "SERIOUSLY AFFECT" RELATIONS 
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BETWEEN DEVELOPING AND DEVELOPED NATIONS. INTERIOR MINISTER LUIS 
PINERUA ORDAZ, ON OTHER HAND, DENIED THAT FORD'S SPEECH COULD AFFECT 
U.S. -VENEZUELAN RELATIONS. 

2. COPEI SECRETARY GENERAL PEDRO PABLO AGUILAR REITERATED THAT THE 
GOV OIL POLICY IS SUPPORTED BY ALL VENEZUELANS REGARDLESS OF PARTY 
AFFILIATION OR ECONOMIC INTEREST. FORMER PRESIDENT RAFAEL CALDERA 
AGREED, SAYING DEFENSE OF NATION'S PRIMARY NATURAL RESOURCE IS "SOLID 
DUTY OF ALL.” CALDERA DESCRIBED FORD'S POSITION AS "MISTAKEN AND 
UNJUST." COPEI LEADER VALMORE ACEVEDO CLAIMED THE U.S. IS THE CHIEF 
PREPETRATOR OF A SITUATION IN WHICH RESOURCES ARE BEING DIVIDED UP 
UNEQUALLY AMONG NATIONS OF WORLD. EX-MINISTER OF MINES AND 
HYDROCARBONS HUGO PEREZ LA SALVIA TOLD PRESS FORD'S ATTITUDE IS 
REFLECTION OF HIS "INCAPACITY TO CONFRONT OR CONTAIN INFLATIONARY 
SPIRAL" NOW EXISTING IN U.S. LA SALVIA CALLED ON THE PETROLEUM 
REVERSION COMMISSION TO SPEED UP ITS WORK ON LAW TO NATIONALIZE 
VENEZUELAN PETROLEUM INDUSTRY. 

3. OTHER OPPOSITION LEADERS WERE EVEN MORE CRITICAL OF FORD'S SPEECH. 
FORMER PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE OF PEOPLES ELECTORAL MOVEMENT (MEP), 

JESUS ANGEL PAZ GALARRAGA, SAID BEST RESPONSE TO FORD’S REMARKS WOULD 
BE IMMEDIATE NATIONALIZATION OF OIL INDUSTRY. DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN 
UNION (URD) DEPUTY RAMON TENORIO SIFONTES CLAIMED FORD'S LATEST 
"THREATS" AIMED AT BLOCKING NATIONALIZATION OF VENEZUELAN OIL 
INDUSTRY AND OPEC'S PRICE AND PRODUCTION POLICIES. FORMER MAS 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE JOSE VICENTE RANGEL CHARGED FORD IS BEHOLDEN 
TO "POWERFUL INTERESTS" AND WAS PLACED IN PRESIDENCY TO PROTECT 
THOSE INTERESTS. RANGEL ADDED THAT FORD "IS CLOSELY LINKED TO 
MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX OF U.S. AND HAS NO COMMITMENT TO AMERICAN 
PEOPLE." 

4. GONZALO RAMIREZ CUBILLAN, PRESIDENT OF CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES, 

DEFENDED GOV'S PETROLEUM POLICY SAYING NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY ARGUMENT 
ADVANCED BY FORD IS ALSO VENEZUELA'S BASIS FOR SUSTAINING ITS POLICY 

ON PETROLEUM PRICES. RAMIREZ PROPOSED THAT VENEZUELA AND OTHER OPEC 
COUNTRIES CONVOKE A CONFERENCE OF OIL CONSUMING NATIONS FROM THE 
THIRD WORLD TO DISCUSS PRICES OF PETROLEUM AND OTHER RAW MATERIALS. 

HE THOUGHT SUCH A CONFERENCE WOULD REACH AGREEMENTS FOR INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION. 
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5. STATEMENTS BY REPRESENTATIVE LABOR LEADERS ALSO PROTESTED PRESIDENT 

FORD'S SPEECH. THE PRESIDENT OF THE VENEZUELAN CONFEDERATION 

OF WORKERS (CTV), SENATOR FRANCISCO OLIVO, STATED THAT 

THE CTV "REBUFFED" THE POLICIES ANNOUNCED BY FORD AND WAS WORRIED 

BY THE SEEMING LACK OF COMPREHENSION BY THE UNITED STATES. OTHER CTV 

LEADERS, REPRESENTING OPPOSITION POLITICAL FACTIONS, TWO MINOR 

CONFEDERATIONS, THE LEFTIST CUTV AND THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN CODESA, 
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CALLED FOR THE "REPUDIATION OF FORD'S AGGRESSIVE REMARKS" AND FOR A 
THIRTY-MINUTE NATIONWIDE WORK HALT TO DEMONSTRATE VENEZUELA'S 
PROTEST. THE REGIONAL GROUPING OF THE INTERNATIONAL METALWORKERS’ 

FEDERATION (IMF). IN ITS SECOND CONFERENCE FOR THE LATIN AMERICAN 
AND CARIBBEAN AREAS, ALSO WENT ON RECORD AS OPPOSING PRESIDENT FORD'S 
STATEMENTS. THE CONFERENCE WAS ATTENDED BY SOME 70 DELEGATES FROM 
METALWORKERS’ FEDERATIONS IN 13 COUNTRIES, INCLUDING IMF SUB- 
SECRETARY DANIEL BENEDICT. 
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